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2. Scope of Work: Suppliers are requested to submit proposals to provide legal services, in the following areas: 
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2. Scope of Work: Suppliers are requested to submit proposals to provide goods and services on a need basis, in the following 
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Inequity there 
before 1994
FOR politicians who have run out of  road in resolv-
ing the issues that confront the country, the latest 
red herring in circulation is so-called white priv-
ilege.

Its promoters include bitter socialists like Terry 
Bell (City Press, May 13), the ANC, advocates of  
moderate anarchy like Julius Malema and, not to 
miss the red herring bus, Mmusi Maimane of  the 
DA.

How does that promote nation-building and 
racial harmony? Of  course, politically, the answer 
is very obvious: whites are being made scapegoats 
for the faults and failings of  the new political rulers. 
That said, it is total claptrap to claim that white 
privilege has exacerbated black poverty. Here’s why:

 ● ANC restrictive labour policies have discouraged 
wider employment practices and hobbled economic 
growth. Whereas unemployment stood at 3.2 million in 
1994, thanks to worldwide sanctions and disinvestment 
promoted by the ANC, by 2017, after 23 years of  liberated 
ANC rule, unemployment had grown to 8.3 million.

 ● Blacks have benefited hugely as a result of  
demographically based preferment policies on 
procurement and employment at the expense of  
minorities.

 ● Whereas the civil service was once white-dominated, 
it is now almost exclusively black.

 ● Statistics show that blacks now outnumber whites in 
the high-end living structure.

 ● Cadre deployment and state capture has done nothing 
to benefit the army of  black unemployed.

 ● Education standards have declined under the 
ANC to the point where Dr Mamphela Ramphele has 
remarked that Bantu education was better than what 
schools under the ANC are producing. Poor literacy and 
numeracy.

History shows that the marginalisation of  min-
orities produces two outcomes: emigration and/ 
or self-preservation. Thus, minorities in South 
Africa are increasingly entrepreneurial because 
employment opportunities in government and in 
corporates are demographically limited by the new 
job reservation legislation.

Black inequality and poverty existed before 1994. 
But its subsequent exacerbation and extenuation is 
entirely the result of  the ANC’s socialist policies.
Dr Duncan du Bois

Bluff, Durban

Rethink 
changes at 
the SAfm 
WHAT a mess SAfm has made 
with the recent changes of  pro-
grammes and presenters.

The worst of  these changes 
was the removal of  popular 
presenter Sakina Kamwendo 
who hosted the three-hour 
morning programme AMLive 

and The After 8 Debate. 
Not only does Sakina have 

an engaging personality, she is 
extremely articulate and well 
informed, and, most important, 
she remains neutral allowing 
people to express their opin-
ions without judging them.

I hope that the SAfm board 
will have a rethink about 
the mess they’ve made and 
reinstate some of  the popular 
programmes and presenters.
Patricia Tomlinson

Riverview, Western Cape

Why wage war on pretext of a lie? 
US PRESIDENT Donald 
Trump’s only justification for 
scrapping the deal with Iran 
was Israeli intelligence, based 
on 15-year-old documents, that 
Iran had lied about its nuclear 
ambitions.

Benjamin Netanyahu, 
in a bid to influence Trump, 
announced he had documents 
proving Iran had lied about 
its nuclear weapons. It’s now 
known that these documents 
had been seen by UN officials 
as early as 2005.

Netanyahu, along with 
John Bolton and Mike Pom-

peo, Trump’s war cabinet, 
seem to have been itching to 
wage war with Iran despite 
international consensus that 
the deal is working.

What possible reason would 
there be to tear up this agree-
ment?

Could it be that Netanyahu 
wants to deflect from his own 
personal corruption scandals 
and the murder of  unarmed 
Palestinians protesting against 
the Israeli blockade of  Gaza?

Perhaps Trump wants to 
prevent an inquiry into his 
own corruption scandals?

Netanyahu’s analysis of  
Iran’s supposed threat to the 
world is similar to the pres-
entation made by Colin Powell 
in 2003, when he said “Win-
nebagos of  death” proved the 
existence of  Iraq’s weapons 
of  mass destruction, thereby 
making the case for the US 
invasion and destruction of  
Iraq – a statement that has 
been shown to be a lie.

How many lives will be lost 
before this current pretext for 
war is shown to be a lie?
Saif  Soofie

Durban

Concern 
over SAA 
bailouts
WHILE I admit I know noth-
ing about running an airline, I 
console myself  with the know-
ledge that I am in good com-
pany, for management at SAA 
has for years been similarly 
disadvantaged. 

I’ve lost count of  the “turn-
around strategies” that have 
come and gone, each accom-
panied by injections of  pub-
lic funds. It is now suggested 
that the latest such strategy 
will require R5 billion. Surely 
if  an airline cannot keep its 
head above water, it should 
allow more efficient operators 
to move in to provide a much-
needed breather for taxpayers?

As things stand, SAA seems 
to be little more than a bottom-
less pit of  ineptitude.
John Gardener

Howick, KwaZulu-Natal

Land grabbers 
vs homeowners
RECENT days have seen 
aggressive protest action erupt 
in Protea Glen in Soweto, 
Joburg. 

These protests were in 
response to an attempted land 
invasion, where residents liv-
ing in bonded houses in the 
area are retaliating against a 
land grab from residents of  
nearby Naledi.

The protests lay bare the 
ANC failures, where despera-
tion is making land expropri-
ation, and land grabbing, look 
like a justifiable act. 

While in some  circum-
stances land expropriation can 
be justified, invading property 
is illegal and must be stopped.

Spurred on by populist 
rhetoric and the uncertainty 
around land expropriation 
without compensation, people 
are now grabbing land, seem-
ingly more than before.

However, for those who have 
managed to 
buy homes, the 
risk that their 
investment will 
be devalued by 
a successful 
land grab and 
s u b s e q u e n t 
informal settle-
ment is real. 

These are people who are 
trying to provide for their fam-
ilies and pave the way for their 
children through investing in a 
home; an asset that allows sec-
urity as well as future oppor-
tunity.

The land grabbers in Protea 
Glen expect the neighbouring 
homeowners to pay for their 
services, electricity, sanitation 
and water, out of  their own 
pockets through illegal connec-
tions. It is easy to understand 
why they protested and chased 
the land grabbers away. 

Angry after decades of  poor 
delivery by the ANC, here in 
Joburg, people are now looking 
at DA mayor Herman Mashaba 
to instantaneously fix a service 
delivery backlog that extends 
well into the billions. 

While he is doing his best, 
broader housing delivery 
won’t happen overnight. With 
the ANC national government 
cutting money for the City of  
Joburg that is meant to be used 
to build houses, this problem 
gets worse.

The ANC’s failures have led 
us to this place, where we feel 
the need to fight one another 
because of  competing inter-
ests. 

The ANC has failed to cre-
ate opportunities for jobs and 
start-up businesses which 
would provide income for the 
landless to invest in their own 
property.

The ANC created this scar-
city that is making South Afri-
cans desperate to survive.

Looking in the rear-view 
mirror and blaming the ANC 
does not help us move forward. 
The DA-led City of  Joburg is 
trying to pick up the pieces 

and accelerate 
access to hous-
ing opportun-
itiese. 

Thousands 
of  title deeds 
are being 
handed out, 
so people can 

have the dignity of  owning 
their homes. 

Social housing opportun-
ities are being created, as 
mayor Mashaba cleans up the 
inner city, so people can access 
low cost rental housing. Money 
is being spent to upgrade hos-
tels, existing informal settle-
ments and to build RDP houses. 

The Protea Glen protests 
are the result of  scarcity that 
has been exacerbated after 
years of  poor ANC delivery. 

It is this scarcity that is 
dividing South Africans on the 
issue of  land expropriation 
without compensation, mak-
ing the case for grabbing land 
appear to be a good one when 
it is not.
Toby Chance, MP

DA political head for Soweto 
West: Protea Glen and Naledi

DA is trying to 
pick up the pieces 
and accelerate 
access to housing

“G
IVE us our land”.  
This evokes a fear 
in white, Indian 

and coloured ears. It evokes 
images of  invasion, displace-
ment and the threat of  vio-
lence. 

To black ears, it means 
many different things, but at 
the core, what I understand it 
to mean to many black South 
Africans is a return to dignity, 
citizenry and belonging.

Over the years I have inter-
acted with dozens, probably 
hundreds, of  rural people, 
commercial farmers, farm 
dwellers as well as families liv-
ing on communal lands under 
Traditional Authority admin-
istration. As a white South 
African with this exposure, I 
cannot be silent about a mis-
alignment that is preventing 
the healing of  a festering 
wound.

Very few people are aware 
that black farmers started 
buying agricultural land in 
the 1800s, when the colonial 
government created a title 
deed system that parcelled off  
land. 

Black farmers had bought 
6 000ha in KwaZulu-Natal 
alone, by 1870 and the amount  
increased to 200 000ha by 1910. 
Black commercial farmers 
were participating the agri-
cultural economy. If  they had 
been allowed to buy farm land 
at that same annual rate and 
if  they had continued to do so, 
blacks could have bought and 
successfully farmed the whole 
of  South Africa by the 1960s.

In a parallel process in 
KwaZulu-Natal, between 1960 
and 1983, approximately 3.5 
million people, through the 
government’s forced removal 
programmes, were taken from 
their homes and dumped in 
open fields to restart their 
lives.

 Assuming they then had 
families it is not hard to 
imagine that they and their 
descendants number 10 mil-
lion today, 20% of  South Afri-
ca’s population.

Now picture where you live 

and imagine you are given 
notice that tonight, you and 
your family will be forcibly 
removed from your home, 
loaded onto a flatbed and 
dumped on the side of  the 
road in the middle of  nowhere. 
Basically moved into a tem-
porary tent, no access to jobs, 
medical treatment, schools 
and no running water. That’s 
it. The sun will rise tomorrow 
and find you and your family 
sitting on an open field with 
nothing. 

It’s 40 years later and you 
drive past the place where 
you were removed from, and 
the farmer’s son, who was 
your contemporary, is now 
in charge of  the 600ha farm. 
They still drive new Land 
Cruisers, and their children 

still go to private schools. You 
remember being a child with 
parents who had no answers 
for you on that barren piece 
of  land and that you were 
removed to from this farm, 
with nothing, watching you go 
hungry, dirty and uneducated. 
No dignity and no citizenry in 
a land where your parents had 
worked all their life. 

“Giving back the land” to 
this person is not about hand-
ing over productive farms with 
highly scientific and sophis-
ticated systems. It is not about 
chasing all whites into the sea, 
as I understand. It is about 
white South Africans, recog-
nising the humanity, the value 
and the suffering, of  fellow 
black South Africans, and  in 
that context to say “what can 

I as a South African do to heal 
and restore that and how have 
I contributed towards it?” 

So when we hear the “Give 
us back our land”, it need 
not end up being a cry to dis-
place productive farmlands, 
nor invade the Sandton office 
parks.

 For those of  us who have 
benefited from this skewed 
appropriation of  wealth, we 
can ignore the mounting pres-
sures and live like we never 
did benefit, or we can begin 
to question how we individ-
ually may contribute, in many 
different ways towards the 
lives of  the people who were 
marginalised by the same pro-
cesses. 

Donations of  parts of  what 
we may own, to those with 

whom we have shared our 
humanity through our work-
ing and domestic lives, may 
go a long way to easing the 
tensions and redressing imbal-
ances, in a very complex and 
emotive landscape. 

The level of  economic 
inequity that underpins the 
race issue, that many in the 
middle class perceive as the 
norm, is so skewered rela-
tive to other countries. This 
requires that we deal with eco-
nomic inequality proactively 

We have to share the 
wealth, which is partly tied up 
in land ownership, if  we are 
wanting to achieve a balanced 
and stable society. 
James Martin

Pietermaritzburg, KwaZulu-
Natal

Let’s deal with inequality proactively

LAND: A farm worker sits on a water tank as he supplies his livestock with water.  The writer is calling for white 
land owners to share their wealth in order to achieve a balanced society. PICTURE: SIPHIWE SIBEKO/REUTERS


